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T ormer Azd fowial
~ Adm_lts Taklng Glfts? | FOIAD3D

”

Got $25 000 Worth‘From Czntractors ‘ CPYRGHT

i

; 5 ST - e
Washlngton, March 23 (1?)——2\n”from October, 1955 untll the STart
American who U éd to handle|of 1958.
Umted ‘States fore1gn'a1d in 08|~ He said he certified to the per-|. -
testified freely today to havmg formance of work on contracts
taken $25,000 in glftﬁ'r o Titer-|amoufiting to $603,205. 40 held by
ested contractors. | Unjversal Construction Company.
There was also tesffmony about |He also said there were no plans
picking up a dlamond rmg w1th or sphcifications on which he
gambling wmnings o ~lcould check the work perform-
The testxmony ca"ﬁe from Ed-|ance of the company.
ward T. McNama& of Tampa,] McNamara testified he recom-
Fla., before a Honse Government|mended a $1,068,500 highway con- Justice Department. o
Operations ‘subeommittee. There|tract given by the Laos Govern-! Contracts Probed |
was no- public exp]?ﬁ_atlon of why|ment to Universal and approved Another ICA auditor, Edward»
he was So Willing To saj What|the transfer of another $1,500,000 J. Burns, testified he. conducted:
he did. . T “Iworth of construction equipment@ 40- day investigation of con-
- McNamata, undér subpoena as |to the Laos Government. tracts issued by the ICA office
a witness, told of accepting stocks, Auditor Testifies iin Viertiane, capital of Laos. :
loans in cash Wwhich were névér| Earlier, John E. Devilde, an‘ .Burns testified he received no :
repaid, and airfine tickets ~from|auditor of the International Coop-! jcooperation in conducting an au-
the Amerlcan ‘owiid Universal|eration Administration, told the'dit, that ICA records were in-
Construction Compally, of Bang-|comrmitiee the ICA had ordered,complete, standgrds of making
-y |kok . payments suspended, and no more contracts were ignored and pay-.
Fifth Spurned” |contracts ~ {ssied to Universal, ments were . frequently made to
Spurmng the Flfthg}xmendment Ocmm 1958, ICA is the forelgn contractors without completion of
protection agaihst “faEAminatifig|aid agency. ’ work.
oneself, McNamara =5ieared| ~Have you established evidence McNamara told the congress-:
committee questlons FMflingly But|of wrongdoing by any employee"” men he had hought a diamond
in a low, v01ce “Although advised asked Representative Hardy, (D., ring as the result of Poé‘lerb v%nn--
of legal Ti Ets to Lo the serv-|Va.), committee chairman. g&gnstegl t{)‘; PI%IX Pﬁfrgcxall; .';ried;
ice of a defense 001111_§1 be sat| “1 ‘would say we have not es- yjnivercal Construction Company
alone in the AT, tablished any actionable case gfficials.

barn,” Hard-y “observed. “You:
have shaken them up a little bit.
hut have not shaken them out.”

Hardy said he would turn over
McNamara's testimony to the

McNamara_testi Je served|against any employee,” Dewilde pe jdentified the owners of‘
as public WOI‘ES oTicer for the|answered. Universal Construction a o
United States ™ foreign-aid pro- «You discovered rats in theA, Bird and Gerald A. Peabo
Eram in Laos, in S‘outheas‘f Asia,| - I———
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